[Animal models of gene therapy].
Somatic gene therapies are based on the introduction of genes in somatic cells in an attempt to correct a gene defect, to induce a resistance or to add a particular activity. In their principle, they are not very different from organ grafts and do not set specific ethic problems. Their application to human therapy has to be subjected to a critical evaluation of their harmlessness and efficiency. For this purpose, animal models of somatic gene therapy are essential. Such therapy have been tried in bone marrow and endothelial cells, in fibroblasts, keratinocytes hepatocytes, but also by direct transfer of genes in the organism. These different approaches are briefly reviewed and compared in this article.